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               Syllabus for MATH30 – College Algebra 

Course Information 
Semester & Year:  Summer 2019 
Course ID & Section #:  MATH30  -  E8523 
Instructor’s name:  Anthony (Tony) Luehrs 
Day/Time:  MTWR 10:00am-12:05pm 
Location:  Science 208 
Number of units: 4 

Instructor Contact Information 
Office location:  Science 216E 
Office hours:  MTWR 12:30pm-2:30pm in the Math Lab in the Library (LRC) 
Phone number:  (707) 476-4531 
Email address:  anthony-luehrs@redwoods.edu 

Required Materials 
Textbook Title:  Algebra & Trigonometry 
Edition:   7th  
Author:   Sullivan 
ISBN:   0-13-143073-4 
Other requirements:  Graphing calculator (TI-83Plus or TI-84 Recommended).  A graphing calculator is required for 
this course. Calculators are available for loan through the library for 15$ per semester. You should bring your calculator 
to class every day. 

Catalog Description 
College level course in algebra for majors in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics: polynomial, rational, 
radical, exponential, absolute value, and logarithmic functions; systems of equations; theory of polynomial equations; 
analytic geometry. 

Course Student Learning Outcomes (from course outline of record) 
1. Analyze and investigate functions and equations graphically, algebraically, and verbally.  
2. Solve equations, systems of equations, and inequalities. 
3. Apply functions and other algebraic techniques to model real-world applications. 
Evaluation & Grading Policy 
Your final grade in the course will be based on the following three components: 
 
Quizzes – 30% 
Tests – 50% 
Final Exam – 20% 
 
We will likely take three tests, which would result in each test being worth about 16.7% of your final grade (so the final 
exam is worth slightly more than a regular test). 

Prerequisites/co-requisites/ recommended preparation 
A passing grade of C in MATH-120 or MATH-194. 
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Special accommodations statement 
College of the Redwoods complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act in making reasonable accommodations for 
qualified students with disabilities.  Please present your written accommodation request at least one week before the 
first test so that necessary arrangements can be made.  No last-minute arrangements or post-test adjustments will be 
made.  If you have a disability or believe you might benefit from disability related services and may need 
accommodations, please see me or contact Disabled Students Programs and Services. Students may make requests for 
alternative media by contacting DSPS at 707-476-4280. 

Student Accessibility Statement and Academic Support Information 
Academic support is available at Counseling and Advising and includes academic advising and educational planning, 
Academic Support Center for tutoring and proctored tests, and Extended Opportunity Programs & Services, for eligible 
students, with advising, assistance, tutoring, and more. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
Course Description 
College level course in algebra for majors in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics: polynomial, rational, 
radical, exponential, absolute value, and logarithmic functions; systems of equations; theory of polynomial equations; 
analytic geometry. 
 
Homework: Homework will be assigned daily, with each assignment to be completed by the following class period. 
Homework will directly relate to in-class quizzes. 
 
Quizzes:   
Quizzes will be used to ensure retention of material and to give students practice in a test-like environment.  
Quizzes will occur at the beginning of class and may not be made up once they’ve been returned to the class. 
Quizzes will be announced the class period before they occur. 
Quizzes will be open-homework; you may use your homework from the night before as notes for your quiz.  
Quiz solutions will be posted in Canvas once returned (which is why students may not take them late). 
Overall quiz percentages will be calculated out of the total number of quiz points earned by the person with the most 
 quiz points in the class. (If, after 6 10-point quizzes, the best overall quiz grade in the class is 56/60, then all 
 students’ quiz percentages are scored out of 56 points, not 60 points. This means that the student with the 
 best quiz grade in the class will always have a 100% for their quiz score.) This adjustment will not appear in 
 Canvas; your overall quiz grade in Canvas will always be your raw score, and so will always be lower than 
 your actual overall quiz grade (unless you have a 100% as your overall raw score). 
 
Tests: Tests will be given in class with at least one week’s notice. Make up tests will only be given under extreme and 
documented circumstances.  Test date and times are not flexible.  All students are expected to take every test exactly as 
scheduled.  That being said, life does happen.  If for any reason you are unable to attend a regularly scheduled test, and 
are unable to communicate that to me before the test, you will have three school days after the test day to provide 
proof of your extreme and documented circumstances.  Lack of transportation for any reason does not constitute 
extreme and documented circumstances, as you can still email me or call my office phone before the test occurs. Any 
makeup tests will be taken in the testing center in the LRC (library). 
 
Final Exam: This course requires that each student take a comprehensive final exam at the end of the semester.  The 
final exam time and date for this course is the final day of the course, Thursday, July 25, 10:00-12:05.  Every student will 
take the final exam at this time and date with no exceptions.  If you cannot attend this final exam, you should not take 

http://www.redwoods.edu/counseling/
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this course.  Students must receive a grade of 50% or greater on the final exam to pass the course regardless of 
remaining components of their grade. 
 
Attendance: Attendance is required. I reserve the right to drop any student from the course who misses more than 4 
course meetings. If you know you are going to miss a class, it is your responsibility to be in contact with me before class 
is missed. Quizzes may not be taken after they’ve been returned to the class. 
 
Updates: I reserve the right to make changes to this syllabus as I see fit. All changes will be announced in class and/or in 
an Announcement in Canvas. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
General Expectations 
To ensure that we can all share in a positive learning environment, it is important that we all have proper expectations 
for how we’ll work together, and it is important that we are all held to those expectations.   
 
 
What you, the student, should expect from me, the professor: 
You should expect me to begin and end class on time every day. 
You should expect me to always be well-prepared to teach the day’s topic. 
You should expect me to be present and able to assist you during all office hours. 
You should expect me to assign homework (almost) every class period. 
You should expect me to announce all tests one week prior to the test. 
You should expect me to grade and return all homework and tests in a timely manner. 
You should expect me to have respect for all of your questions and answers (that are course-related). 
 
 
What I, the professor, will expect from you, the student: 
I expect you to plan to attend every day of the course. 
I expect you to arrive in class on time. 
I expect you to contact me before any missed classes to ensure you don’t miss out on homework/quizzes. 
I expect you to complete all homework assignments by the given deadline. 
I expect you to seek help if you struggle with the homework. 
I expect you to need to seek help; experiencing the struggle is part of the essence of education. 
I expect you to participate in class by verbalizing questions and answers relating to class discussion. 
I expect you to interact in a positive manner with other students in the class. 
I expect you to have respect for my teaching process by keeping classroom distractions to a minimum. 
I expect you to have respect for your fellow students by not engaging in side conversations that make it difficult for 
surrounding students (and myself!) to focus. 
I expect you to mute and put away cell phones for the entire duration of every class. 
I expect you to have respect for me and my teaching style, and for any disagreements about that to be discussed in a 
professional and constructive manner in a private setting. 
 

Any student who fails to meet any of the last 5 student expectations may be removed from the course. 
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Some incorrect expectations: 
 
Some students believe that because I do not take daily attendance that attendance is optional.  As each part of the 
course builds on previous parts, missing a lot of class will prevent you from understanding future material.  This issue is 
compounded by the fact that this course will increase in difficulty as the semester progresses.  
 
Some students believe that they are placing some undue burden on me by asking for extra help.  Helping you learn is 
literally 100% of my job.  What is a burden to me is lying awake at night wondering why the students who just failed the 
last test haven’t come to see me to make an improvement plan for the next chapter.  Don’t make me lose sleep - just 
have me help you! It’s my job! 
 
Some students believe that because this is community college, expectations will be lower than if you were to take this 
course at, for example, Humboldt State University.  Instead, you should understand that the operative word here is 
“college”, and that I hold students to the exact same level of expectation here as I’ve held students to when I’ve taught 
this course in a state university setting.  The learning outcomes and course content for this course are mandated by the 
state and are therefore identical for all offerings of this course no matter where you go in the state of California, so you 
should not expect any different level of expectation here than anywhere else you might take this course; the math is all 
the same. 
 
Some students believe that they can “wing it” at the beginning of the semester, and worry about their grade closer to 
the end of the semester.  It is very rare that a student performs better on the harder material at the end of the course 
than they did on the easier material at the beginning of the course.  Passing any class is a full-semester process, and 
should be treated as such.  If you are performing poorly on homework and tests, don’t wait until the second half of the 
semester to do something about it.  Students are expected to be proactive and to self-advocate to obtain the resources 
necessary for their success. 
 
Some students believe that they have the right to schedule the course as they see fit.  While I consider myself a pretty 
friendly and flexible guy, I am quite rigid when it comes to tests and the final exam going exactly according to schedule 
for all students. Do not miss tests. For any reason. Period. Students who no-show a test (meaning didn’t attend and 
didn’t communicate about the lack of attendance beforehand) will have three (3) school days to provide proof of an 
extreme circumstance to me, after which the test grade will be an irreplaceable zero. For example, if your car breaks 
down on the way to campus to take a test, the first thing you need to do is email me to ensure that you’ve 
communicated your situation to me BEFORE the test occurs. Showing up to class the day after the test and telling me “I 
couldn’t make it, I got a flat tire” will result in an irreplaceable zero for the test, as this does not constitute extreme and 
documented circumstances, and was not communicated to me before the test occurred. If you have a very legitimate 
reason to miss a test but fail to communicate the proof of your circumstance to me within three school days, you will 
have missed your make-up test opportunity, regardless of the legitimacy of your lack of attendance. Life will happen, but 
if you stay in communication with me about it, everything will be fine. 
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